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Ridgefield church’s
labyrinth open to all who are
on a path to peace Trending

By Scott Hewitt, Columbian Arts &
Features Reporter
Published: November 16, 2019,
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Fae Jackson, left, and Penny Hammac first hatched the idea of building a labyrinth on the grounds of the Southridge
Community of Christ church near the Clark County Fairgrounds. "It's a beautiful, peaceful experience," said Hammac. "It's a
form of prayer or meditation, except you get to move. I'm not very good at just sitting there." (Photos by Amanda Cowan/The
Columbian)  Photo Gallery
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RIDGEFIELD — Fae Jackson’s heart was set on walking

the world-famous, 800-year-old stone labyrinth at Chartes

Cathedral in France, but then life took an unexpected

turn. When she arrived on All Saints Day, the labyrinth

was closed to prayerful pedestrian traffic. She was

welcome to marvel at it, but not to follow its winding

path around the medieval cathedral floor.

Jackson is something of an authority on twists and turns.

She’s the mastermind of a new outdoor labyrinth that was

recently unveiled at the Southridge Community of Christ

church, 400 N.E. 179th St., near the Clark County

Fairgrounds. The labyrinth is open to all to visit and walk,

anytime, she said.

“It’s a mystical way to free your mind and your heart,”

Jackson said.

“We like to think of our lives as timelines that are nice

and straight, but are they really like that? Not very often,”

said Vancouver labyrinth scholar and ambassador Eunice

Schroeder. That’s why walking a labyrinth can be such a

profound experience, Schroeder said. “It’s a powerful

metaphor for life. There’s something very mystical about

the labyrinth pattern that really works. It’s not just going

for a walk. In one setting you can experience your entire

life,” she said.



“It’s a beautiful, peaceful experience,” said Peggy

Hammac, another member of the Southridge church. “It’s

a form of prayer or meditation, except you get to move.

I’m not very good at just sitting there.”

L A B Y R I N T H S  I N  C L A R K  C O U N T Y

Jackson and Hammac started pursuing the idea of

installing an accessible outdoor labyrinth at Southridge

several years ago. Their vision became Jackson’s

husband’s labor of love. Dan Jackson is an accountant,

not a builder, he laughed — but he had the know-how and

the connections to get this unusual construction job done.

But first came two years of waiting for permission and

money — some of it raised by the congregation via its

trademark homemade pie sales, Dan Jackson said. His

initial budget request was $30,000 at a time when the

church was cutting back on expenses, he said. “I thought

it would be a hard sell, but it wasn’t,” he said —

All are outdoors and accessible to the public, but check with the facility about open hours and other visitor details.

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, 12513 S.E. Mill Plain Blvd., Vancouver. Phone 360-254-9243.

First Congregational Church of Christ, 1220 N.E. 68th St., Vancouver. Phone 360-693-1476.

Legacy Salmon Creek Medical Center, third-floor rooftop healing garden, 2211 N.E. 139th St., Vancouver. Phone 360-487-1000.

Southridge Community of Christ, 400 N.E. 179th St., Ridgefield. Phone 360-573-5659.



especially after the idea of paver bricks was jettisoned in

favor of concrete, which is less expensive and easier to

work with.

It’s also less hazardous underfoot than pavers. “We have a

lot of people with walkers in our church,” he said.

A site was selected behind the church that’s accessible via

a walkway from the parking lot. Friendly local businesses

offered great deals on labor, equipment, landscaping and

four stone benches. An eight-man crew helped Jackson

pour, stamp and stain the concrete. The final product is 42

feet in diameter with an 18-inch-wide walkway. That’s a

little wider than normal, Dan Jackson said, to better

accommodate walkers and wheelchairs. (Wheelchairs still

don’t fit neatly inside the labyrinth passageway, but that

doesn’t matter — just follow along.) To facilitate

drainage, the center of the circle — where two big stones

serve as benches — is three inches higher than the outside

edge.
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The labyrinth was dedicated in September. It’s always

open for business, and illuminated overnight.

“I really like the idea that it’s open to anyone at any

time,” Fae Jackson said. “You don’t need to be a member

of the church. Anytime you feel the need for a moment of

peace and solitude, you’re welcome here.” Or, she added,

peace and togetherness; groups are just as welcome as

solitary walkers.

A labyrinth is not a maze and not meant to trick or

confound you, she stressed: “You just follow the path and

let yourself go. It’s a different experience at different

times, depending on what you bring to it.”

Nobody is tracking visitors to this labyrinth, but a few

thank-you cards have arrived from folks who have given

it a try, Fae Jackson said, and she’s contemplating a guest

book. Schroeder, who hosts the annual New Year’s Day

Labyrinth Walk at Vancouver’s First Presbyterian church

with her own portable, canvas labyrinth, has posted the

Southridge labyrinth on an online database called the

World-Wide Labyrinth Locator

(https://labyrinthlocator.com).



Dan Jackson hopes that listing will draw labyrinth lovers

and the labyrinth-curious right off I-5, which is just yards

away. “We’re hoping we’ll see some people stopping

off,” he said.

The labyrinth at Southridge is the fourth public,

accessible labyrinth in Clark County, according to

Schroeder (see box).

“They are spreading. There’s a huge interest in them,” she

said. “More and more people are looking for spirituality

as an adjunct or even outside of religion. Labyrinths have

a spiritual history that’s much more ancient than any one

denomination.”

Share:      

T A G S    Ridgefield & Fairgrounds

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstiKQibMefiDLWW59xpD9LSIoW9p27KpunaNL0n7knzhOVh8h1vyvZbJ8dMwFt13YFC_TWRJcyIIWGLnnQ0dfiEPFgVKRzO02LQ5b-TM3yVbupUxpXNzeRjG-9ht0U8S_JtJvUOgJL7UGtm9I5c77Kn0EM4-RG68N4ICtymcxMgngs-VQe6TcBi5X2cC4rjgRdKYqpitWVvwIKZzLJiqZQ1uYJmKZPuvH1N9_FLvGEdn6LMuqkx8sYbATaTDFfWPYPcqummTqs3WLcdxcQ&sai=AMfl-YRJwEamX31_dWrcBHWLe7YmBZlje3Pr4LJFogkosRQRPXSKOJo_lmoAbkgs1D7WGUbJDq-t9HeqQ0q4eN_vabdTxMHh7muaGmknpMbEZg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNdplkrxKnPp&adurl=https://www.rontonkinacura.com/ron-tonkin-acura-lease-apr-specials/&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.columbian.com%252Fnews%252F2019%252Fnov%252F16%252Fridgefield-churchs-labyrinth-open-to-all-who-are-on-a-path-to-peace%252F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Ridgefield%2520church%25E2%2580%2599s%2520labyrinth%2520open%2520to%2520all%2520who%2520are%2520on%2520a%2520path%2520to%2520peace&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.columbian.com%252Fnews%252F2019%252Fnov%252F16%252Fridgefield-churchs-labyrinth-open-to-all-who-are-on-a-path-to-peace%252F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.columbian.com%252Fnews%252F2019%252Fnov%252F16%252Fridgefield-churchs-labyrinth-open-to-all-who-are-on-a-path-to-peace%252F&title=Ridgefield%2520church%25E2%2580%2599s%2520labyrinth%2520open%2520to%2520all%2520who%2520are%2520on%2520a%2520path%2520to%2520peace&source=The%2520Columbian
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/link/?url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.columbian.com%252Fnews%252F2019%252Fnov%252F16%252Fridgefield-churchs-labyrinth-open-to-all-who-are-on-a-path-to-peace%252F&media=https://www.columbian.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/1005738674-ridgefield-labyrinth_01.jpg&description=Ridgefield%2520church%25E2%2580%2599s%2520labyrinth%2520open%2520to%2520all%2520who%2520are%2520on%2520a%2520path%2520to%2520peace
mailto:?&subject=Ridgefield%2520church%25E2%2580%2599s%2520labyrinth%2520open%2520to%2520all%2520who%2520are%2520on%2520a%2520path%2520to%2520peace&body=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.columbian.com%252Fnews%252F2019%252Fnov%252F16%252Fridgefield-churchs-labyrinth-open-to-all-who-are-on-a-path-to-peace%252F
https://www.columbian.com/news/tag/ridgefield-and-fairgrounds


R E L A T E D  S T O R I E S

Receive latest stories and
local news in your email:

By signing up you are agreeing to our Privacy
Policy and Terms of Service.

Email address... GO

Scott Hewitt
Columbian Arts &
Features Reporter

 @_ScottHewitt
 (360) 735-4525
scott.hewitt@columbi…

Featured Agent
HARIS
HADZISELIMOVIC
360-302-5099
Keller Williams Realty

View Listings

$1,000,000
BRUSH PRAIRIE, WA

Listing courtesy of Hartwell Saunders

$539,900
WOODLAND, WA

Listing courtesy of Mary Meeker

Kansas City to
vote on
removing
King’s name
from street
November 5, 2019

Ridgefield
schools mark
50 years with
weeklong
Cispus camp
November 3, 2019

Evergreen’s
Monda,
Ridgefield’s
Knight a
perfect fit for
football
October 31, 2019

https://www.columbian.com/privacy/
https://www.columbian.com/terms/
https://www.columbian.com/author/shewitt/
https://www.columbian.com/author/shewitt/
mailto:scott.hewitt@columbian.com
https://twitter.com/_ScottHewitt
tel:+13607354525
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssKGFRYx_KBKgxBQDAI9kKJ4fOizAAik02vK5C1PpFUpk8edHWdXM4gnxpx36qFpX7UTIq0_BNApVxqk02FKPRTC5TVZIBoKJGThX42a9f-em6FNKpFkV16jCyGuUo7s9ivsP4dIb5k_ONWpKp8UF6zfYUD3Tca3mkevNNYEC3sIrS0g3vZpbJgrjRiv1jUAX56ZhzZ4mXXjyDQ12U293DGW63I-vJGJ2RdeKJTKgC3sWhdnAfTYym_LzHuWTGLxXXFNnGzbGHRepCA2r3NP5AlqqRCqQ&sai=AMfl-YR0efU4W7Aqz_39jytWuYLZi2bHbZn3vXLp6yq7AUx_SxFH5AU1Obl70BRAgBKT7b1k_2hjox7bZxiP4QUJ8TzSFwWpmauJRHKtwctIqA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLM0UvXJR6bN&adurl=http://www.adventisthealth.org&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y
https://realestate.columbian.com/homes-for-sale/WA/Brush-Prairie/12920-NE-227th-Ave-98606/19374183/
https://realestate.columbian.com/homes-for-sale/WA/Woodland/3811-Old-Lewis-River-Rd-98674/19669580/
https://realestate.columbian.com/homes-for-sale/search-results/?agent=HARISH
https://realestate.columbian.com/homes-for-sale/search-results/?agent=HARISH
https://realestate.columbian.com/homes-for-sale/search-results/?agent=HARISH
https://realestate.columbian.com/
https://www.columbian.com/news/2019/nov/05/kansas-city-to-vote-on-removing-kings-name-from-street/
https://www.columbian.com/news/2019/nov/05/kansas-city-to-vote-on-removing-kings-name-from-street/
https://www.columbian.com/news/2019/nov/03/ridgefield-schools-mark-50-years-with-weeklong-cispus-camp/
https://www.columbian.com/news/2019/nov/03/ridgefield-schools-mark-50-years-with-weeklong-cispus-camp/
https://www.columbian.com/news/2019/oct/31/__trashed-30/
https://www.columbian.com/news/2019/oct/31/__trashed-30/


Comments Please take a second to review our community guidelines

What do you think?
0 Responses

Upvote Downvote

Takeaways from Day 2 of House
impeachment public hearings
1 comment • 2 days ago

Melanie Kenoyer — This article forgot to
mention that Ambassador Yovanovitch
was so impressive in her testimony,
despite the intimidation tweet from trump
that she received a standing ovation from
the gallery. Never has it happened before.
They made the GOPers biased attempts
to cry discrimination against them almost
impossible to hear.

Letter: Herrera Beutler follows through
7 comments • 2 days ago

Dave Van Curen — Apple pie and ice
cream anyone?JHB supporters are
trumpeting her legislation that no one
would vote against but ignoring her votes
to take away health insurance from
millions but not herself, with no
replacement.Oh, how is she feeling about
Trump smearing Marie Yovanovitch in
order to get her out of the way to enable
him to secretly extort the Ukraine
president to announce an investigation
into the Bidens.Does she feel it is OK to
use the power of the presidency for the
president's own self interest?Does she
believe the emoluments clause means
anything?It would be nice to hear acting

In Our View: Old questions shouldn’t
define new bridge effort
2 comments • 13 hours ago

Jeffrey Gibbons — "If the questions
change, so do the assumptions and the
solutions.Learning from the past can be
helpful in planning a replacement for the I-
5 Bridge..."Maybe the first place we
should start would be the assumption that
we need to REPLACE the current I-5

Herrera Beutler stands by
impeachment criticism in town hall call
9 comments • a day ago

Jeffrey Gibbons — I read what JHB says
above about the impeachment
investigation and I shake my head. As a
member of congress she knows full well
what the process is, why it is and what is
happening. Her statements display full
well for all the fact that JHB is not
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